
Bacalen

“Books start conversations 
so start one today!”

A.J. Hill, Bacalen Books

www.bacalenbooks.com.au





What is 

Irlen 

Syndrome?

• perceptual processing disorder

• 1 in 5 people 

• not just a reading problem

• symptoms managed with 

specially chosen lens colours



Is it the 

same as 

dyslexia?
• NOT the same as 

phonemic dyslexia

• Irlen Syndrome is often called 

perceptual dyslexia



• Sensitivity to bright and fluorescent 

lighting and glare

• Slow or inefficient reading

• Poor reading comprehension

• Poor attention and concentration

• Eye strain

• Tiredness

• Headaches and migraines

• Poor depth perception

What are 

some of the 

symptoms?



What 

happens on 

the page?

Examples of print distortions



What can 

coloured 

lenses do?

They 

change 

lives!



How can we 

tell people 

about Irlen 

Syndrome?



• raise awareness

• improve understanding

• create empathy

• support those with it

Books and 

their stories 

start 

conversations



Inform and 

support

Books for 

younger age 

groups with Irlen 

lens wearing  

characters Explain and 

simplify



Upper primary 

chapter books 

with Irlen 

heroes

None existed 

so we wrote our own……



From 

Bookworms 

to 

Storytellers



The Story 

Weavers of 

Bacalen

• children’s adventure series

• heroes wear Irlen lenses

• Story Weavers from different 

countries

• travel all over the world



The History of Stories

“Stories are everywhere;

And in everything;

In all that we do;

In all that we see.

They are why we learn.

They are why we question.

But,

If stories are lost;

If stories are changed;

Then our lives;

Then our world;

Changes too.”
(Diegesis, The First Great Storyteller at The Great Archives of Bacalen)

www.bacalenbooks.com.au



www.bacalenbooks.com.au



www.bacalenbooks.com.au



Text on inside white back cover page Introductory information and website links 



Title page in Diegesis Script Clues on bookmarks in Diegesis Script

Can you solve 
the puzzle of 
the ancient 

Bacalen script?
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Book 2: The Picture Pinchers



Bacalen is not just for those who have Irlen
1. The Story Snatchers

The Story Weavers travel to The Great Archives to stop The Story Snatchers who are poaching 

stories across the world.

2. The Picture Pinchers

The Story Weavers join with The Great Studio Gallery to pursue The Picture Pinchers who have 

become allies of The Story Snatchers.

3. The Music Meddlers

The Story Weavers visit The Great Music Hall and learn to manage The Music Meddlers who are 

now helping The Story Snatchers.

4. The Theatre Thwarters

The Story Weavers travel to The Great Bacalen Coliseum to understand how to tackle The 

Theatre Thwarters who are working with The Story Snatchers.



Bacalen is also about promoting balance
5. The Hobby Hinderers

The Story Weavers are sent to The Great Recreation Retreat to discover how to halt The Hobby 

Hinderers who have joined The Story Snatchers.

6. The Sport Spoilers

The Story Weavers must work with members of The Great Sport Stadium to stall The Sport Spoilers 

who have teamed with The Story Snatchers.

7. The Learning Loathers

The Story Weavers enter The Great Knowledge Tree to understand how to locate The Learning 

Loathers and their friends, The Story Snatchers.

8. The Digital Detesters

The Story Weavers and their allies are on the verge of creating a more balanced world, filled with 

creative and imaginative people. Suddenly all digital technology is malfunctioning across the world. The 

balance is shifting again! The Digital Detesters are determined. They want all technology terminated!



Taking to the stage!



Student: “I am so sad that I don’t need to wear those coloured 

glasses because now I can’t be a Story Weaver.”

Junior Author: “There are still plenty of other things you can 

be at The Great Archives or on The Star of Bacalen.”

Finding steals of 
Story Snatchers 

at schools.
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“There is no such thing as a child who 
hates to read; there are only children who 

have not found the right book” 
(Frank Serafini, author and literacy educator)
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“Alone we can do so little. Together we can do so much.” – Helen Keller (deaf and blind author)

The 
Story 

Weavers
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